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AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE IMPOSITION OF AN ANNUAL TAX TO BE CALLED “LOCAL PROPERTY

TAX” IN RESPECT OF CERTAIN RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES AND FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT AND
MAINTENANCE OF A REGISTER OF RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES IN THE STATE BY THE REVENUE
COMMISSIONERS AND TO PROVIDE FOR RELATED MATTERS.

[26th December, 2012]

BE IT ENACTED BY THE OIREACHTAS AS FOLLOWS:

C1

c2

Annotations
Modifications (not altering text):

Functions assigned to Tax Appeals Commission under Act extended and construed (21.03.2016) by Finance (Tax
Appeals) Act 2015 (59/2015), ss. 5(2) and 7, S.I. No. 110 of 2016.
Performance of Commission’s functions through Commissioners and staff

5....

(2) Any function assigned by this Act or the Taxation Acts to the Commission or the Commissioners, other than
a function specified in section 6(2) (b), (f), (g), or (j), may be performed by any one or more of the Commission’s

staff acting under the Commission’s authority.

Functions of Commissioners performable by one of their number

7. (1) Any provision of this Act, or the Taxation Acts, that confers a function on the Commissioners shall be
read as conferring the function on, and accordingly as enabling, subject to the rules of procedure, if any, adopted

under section 6 (5), the function to be performed by, any one of the Commissioners.

(2) Without prejudice to the generality of subsection (1), the granting of authority of the kind referred to in
section 5(2) to a member or members of staff may, subject to the rules of procedure, if any, adopted under

section 6(5), be done by any one of the Commissioners.

Reference to function of a “Commissioner” or “a member of the Commission” under Act construed (21.03.2016)
by Finance (Tax Appeals) Act 2015 (59/2015), s. 9(7), S.I. No. 110 of 2016.

Temporary Commissioners

9. ..

10
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(7) Notwithstanding that a temporary Commissioner is not, by virtue of section 4(2), to be regarded as a
member of the Commission, where a function of a Commissioner falls to be performed by a temporary

Commissioner, references in such of the provisions of—
(a) this Act, other than those disapplied by subsection (6), or
(b) the Taxation Acts,
as are relevant to the performance of that function, to—
(i) a Commissioner, or
(ii) a member of the Commission,

shall be read as including references to a temporary Commissioner.

Editorial Notes:

Act included in definition of “Taxation Acts” (21.03.2016) by Finance (Tax Appeals) Act 2015 (59/2015), s. 2(i),
S.I. No. 110 of 2016.

Short title and

commencement.

PART 1

PRELIMINARY AND GENERAL
1.— (1) This Act may be cited as the Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012.

(2) This Act comes into operation on such day or days as the Minister may appoint by order
or orders either generally or with reference to any particular purpose or provision and different
days may be so appointed for different purposes or provisions.

E2

Annotations
Editorial Notes:

Power pursuant to section exercised (1.01.2013 and 1.07.2014) by Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012 (Section
1) (Specified Date) Order 2012 (S.1. No. 589 of 2012).

2. 1 January 2013 is appointed as the day on which the Finance (Local Property Tax) Act, other than sections
19, 20 and 21, comes into operation.

3. 1 July 2014 is appointed as the day on which sections 19, 20 and 21 of the Finance (Local Property Tax) Act
come into operation.

Interpretation.

2.— In this Act—
“Act of 1997” means the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997;
“Act of 2005” means the the Social Welfare Consolidation Act 2005;
“Act of 2009” means the Local Government (Charges) Act 2009;

“Act of 2011” means the Local Government (Household Charge) Act 2011;

11
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F1["Appeal Commissioner" has the meaning given to it by section 2 of the Finance (Tax Appeals)
Act 2015;]

F2["approved housing body" means a body approved of or standing approved of, under, or for
the purposes of, section 6 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1992;]

“building” includes—
(a) part of a building, and

(b) a structure or erection of any kind and of any materials, or any part of that structure or
erection, but excludes a structure that is not permanently attached to the ground, a
vessel and a vehicle (whether mobile or not);

“chargeable value”, in relation to a relevant residential property, means the price which the
unencumbered fee simple of the property might reasonably be expected to fetch on a sale in
the open market were that property to be sold on the valuation date in such manner and subject
to such conditions as might reasonably be calculated to obtain for the vendor the best price for
the property and with the benefit of any easement necessary to afford the same access to the
property as would have existed prior to that sale;

“cohabitant” is a person who is a cohabitant within the meaning of section 172 of the Civil
Partnership and Certain Rights and Obligations of Cohabitants Act 2010 and who is in a relation-
ship of cohabitation with another adult for a period—

(a) of at least 2 years, where they are the parents of one or more dependent children, and
(b) of 5 years or more, in any other case;

|n

“Collector-General” means the Collector-General appointed under section 851 of the Act of

1997;
“company” includes any body corporate;
F3["electronic means" has the meaning given to it by section 917EA of the Act of 1997;]
“lease”, “lessee” and “lessor” have the meaning given to them by section 96 of the Act of 1997;
“liable person” shall be read in accordance with Part 3;
“liability date” means—

(a) 1 May 2013, in respect of the year 2013,

(b) in respect of any other year, 1 November in the preceding year;

FA4["local authority" means a local authority for the purposes of the Local Government Act 2001
(as amended by the Local Government Reform Act 2014);]

“local property tax” has the meaning given to it by section 16;
“Minister”, other thanin section 20 and Chapter 2 or 3 of Part 10, means the Minister for Finance;

“personal public service number” has the same meaning as in section 262 of the Social Welfare
Consolidation Act 2005;

“personal representative” has the meaning given to it by section 799 of the Act of 1997;

12
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“prescribe”, in relation to a power or duty of a Minister of the Government to do so, means
prescribe by regulations;

“relevant residential property” has the meaning given to it by Part 2 ;
“rent” has the meaning given to it by section 96 of the Act of 1997,
F5[“residential property” shall be construed in accordance with section 2A;]

“return” means a statement of particulars which is required to be prepared and delivered under
Part 7;

“return date” means—
(a) 7 May 2013, in respect of the year 2013,
(b) in respect of any other year, 7 November in the preceding year, or
(c) the date specified in a notification issued under section 33;
“Revenue officer” means an officer of the Revenue Commissioners;
“self-assessment” has the meaning given to it by section 52;
“Tax Acts” has the same meaning as in section 1(2) of the Act of 1997.
F2["valuation date" shall be construed in accordance with section 13(1);]

F2["valuation period" shall be construed in accordance with section 13(1A);]

F1

F2

F3

Fa

F5

Cc3

Annotations
Amendments:

Substituted (21.03.2016) by Finance (Tax Appeals) Act 2015 (59/2015), s. 42 and sch. 2 part 5 para. (a), S.I. No.
110 of 2016.

Inserted (22.07.2021) by Finance (Local Property Tax) (Amendment) Act 2021 (31/2021), s. 4(a), commenced on
enactment.

Inserted (13.03.2013) by Finance (Local Property Tax) (Amendment) Act 2013 (4/2013), s. 16(a), commenced on
enactment.

Substituted (1.06.2014) by Local Government Reform Act 2014 (1/2014), s. 5(6) and sch. 2, part 5, S.I. No. 214
of 2014.

Substituted (22.07.2021) by Finance (Local Property Tax) (Amendment) Act 2021 (31/2021), s. 4(b), commenced
on enactment. This amendment applies only in respect of the year 2022 and each subsequent year as provided
by 31/2021, s. 3(a).

Modifications (not altering text):

Reference to “county council or city council” construed (1.06.2014) by Local Government Reform Act 2014
(1/2014), s. 9(2) (a), S.I. No. 214 of 2014.

Cesser and amalgamation of certain local government areas
9. — ..

(2) Except where otherwise provided for by this Act, a reference, however expressed, in any enactment—

13




PART1S. 2 [No. 52.] Finance (Local Property Tax) Act [2012.]
2012

(a) to a county council or a city council (including a reference construed by section 3(2) of, and Schedule 2
to, the Principal Act as a reference to a county council or to a city council, as the case may be) shall,
if the context permits, be read as a reference to a county council, a city council or a city and county

council, and

F6[Residential
Property

2A. —(1) In this Act, "residential property" means any building which is in use as, or is suitable
for use as, a dwelling.

(2) A shed, outhouse, garage or other building which is appurtenant to or usually enjoyed
with a residential property shall be considered, for the purposes of this Act, to form part of the
residential property.

(3) Subject to subsection (4), yards, gardens or other lands appurtenant to or usually enjoyed
with a residential property as its garden or grounds shall be considered, for the purposes of this
Act, to form part of the residential property.

(4) Where the total area of the yards, gardens and other lands, referred to in subsection (3),
exceeds 0.4047 hectares, only those parts of such yards, gardens and other lands, which would
be the most suitable for occupation and enjoyment with the dwelling, up to a total area
(exclusive of the area, at ground level, of the building referred to in subsection (1)) of 0.4047
hectares, shall form part of the residential property.]

F6

Annotations
Amendments:

Inserted (22.07.2021) by Finance (Local Property Tax) (Amendment) Act 2021 (31/2021), s. 5, commenced on
enactment. This amendment applies only in respect of the year 2022 and each subsequent year as provided by
31/2021, s. 3(a).

Meaning of relevant
residential property.

PART 2

REsIDENTIAL PROPERTY

3.— Subjectto F7[sections 3A to F8[10E,]] where a building in the State is a residential property
on a liability date, it shall, for the purposes of this Act, be a relevant residential property in
relation to that liability date.

F7

F8

Annotations
Amendments:

Substituted (22.07.2021) by Finance (Local Property Tax) (Amendment) Act 2021 (31/2021), s. 6, commenced on
enactment. This amendment applies only in respect of the year 2022 and each subsequent year as provided by
31/2021, s. 3(b).

Substituted (21.07.2025) by Finance (Local Property Tax and Other Provisions) (Amendment) Act 2025 (6/2025),
s. 12(a), S.I. No. 341 of 2025.

14
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E3

Editorial Notes:

Previous affecting provision: section amended (20.12.2015) by Finance (Local Property Tax) (Amendment) Act
2015 (50/2015), s. 2, commenced on enactment; amendment substituted (22.07.2021) as per F-note above.

F9[Applications of
exemptions

3A.— Section 4, 5, 7, 7A, 10A, 10B, F10[10C, 10D or 10E,] as the case may be, shall not apply
in respect of a relevant residential property unless the person who prepares the return for the
property has specified in the return, in accordance with section 41A, that the property should
not, in accordance with section 4, 5, 7, 7A, 10A, 10B, F10[10C, 10D or 10E,] as the case may be,
be regarded, for the purposes of section 16(1), as a relevant residential property.]

F9

F10

Annotations
Amendments:

Inserted (22.07.2021) by Finance (Local Property Tax) (Amendment) Act 2021 (31/2021), s. 7, commenced on
enactment. This amendment applies only in respect of the year 2022 and each subsequent year as provided by
s. 3(b).

Substituted (21.07.2025) by Finance (Local Property Tax and Other Provisions) (Amendment) Act 2025 (6/2025),
s. 12(b), S.I. No. 341 of 2025.

Residential property
fully subject to
municipal rates.

F11[4.— A residential property shall not, for the F12[for the purposes of section 16(1)], be
regarded as a relevant residential property where the property is a property which—

(a) is wholly used as a dwelling (other than a dwelling that forms part of a mixed heredita-
ment within the meaning of the Local Government (Financial Provisions) Act 1978),
and

(b) in respect of which municipal rates (within the meaning of the Valuation Act 2001) are
payable.]

F11

F12

Annotations
Amendments:

Substituted (13.03.2013) by Finance (Local Property Tax) (Amendment) Act 2013 (4/2013), s. 16(b), commenced
on enactment.

Substituted (22.07.2021) by Finance (Local Property Tax) (Amendment) Act 2021 (31/2021), s. 8, commenced on
enactment. This amendment applies only in respect of the year 2022 and each subsequent year as provided by
31/2021, s. 3(b).

Long term mental
or physical infirmity.

5.— (1) In this section, a “registered medical practitioner” means a medical practitioner who
is registered in the register established under section 43 of the Medical Practitioners Act 2007.

(2) A residential property shall not, F13[for the purposes of section 16(1)], be regarded as a
relevant residential property where—

(a) the property was F13[occupied by a person, being a liable person in relation to that
property,] as his or her sole or main residence and—
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(i) has been vacated by the person for a period of at least 12 months by reason of long
term mental or physical infirmity of the person which infirmity has been certified
by a registered medical practitioner, or

F14[(ii) if the period for which the property is vacated by the person is less than 12
months, where a registered medical practitioner is satisfied that the person is
unlikely at any stage to resume occupation of the property,]

F13[provided that the property is not occupied by any other liable person in relation
to that property,]

F13

F14

Annotations
Amendments:

Substituted (22.07.2021) by Finance (Local Property Tax) (Amendment) Act 2021 (31/2021), s.9(a)-(c), commenced
on enactment. This amendment applies only in respect of the year 2022 and each subsequent year as provided
by 31/2021, s. 3(b).

Substituted (13.03.2013) by Finance (Local Property Tax) (Amendment) Act 2013 (4/2013), s. 16(c), commenced
on enactment.

Newly constructed
residential proper-
ties.

6.— Aresidential property shall not, for the purposes of this Act, be regarded F15[as a relevant
residential property in relation to the liability dates in the years 2013 to 2020] where the prop-
erty—

(a) has been completed but not sold by the person who has constructed the property, or
who has had the property constructed,

(b) is not occupied as a dwelling,

(c) has produced no income that would be chargeable to income tax or corporation tax, as
the case may be, under Case |, Case IV or Case V, as the case may be, of Schedule D
(within the meaning of section 18 of the Act of 1997), and

(d) is trading stock (within the meaning of section 89 of the Act of 1997) of the person
referred to in paragraph (a).

F15

Annotations
Amendments:

Substituted (22.07.2021) by Finance (Local Property Tax) (Amendment) Act 2021 (31/2021), s. 10, commenced
on enactment.

Special needs
accommodation.

7.— (1) In this section F16[and section 7A], “charity” means a body of persons or a trust
established for charitable purposes only and which has been granted an exemption under section
207 or 208 of the Act of 1997 or given a notice of determination under section 208A of the Act
of 1997, as the case may be.

(2) A residential property shall not, F17[for the purposes of section 16(1)], be regarded as a
relevant residential property where—
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(a) F18[the liable person in relation to the property is]—
(i) a charity, or
(ii) a body established by statute,
and
(b) the property is used solely or primarily to provide special needs accommodation.

(3) Inthis section “special needs accommodation” means accommodation provided to persons
who by reason of old age, physical or mental disability or other cause require special accommod-
ation and support to enable them to live in the community.

F16

F17

F18

Annotations
Amendments:

Inserted (13.03.2013) by Finance (Local Property Tax) (Amendment) Act 2013 (4/2013), s. 2(a), commenced on
enactment.

Substituted (22.07.2021) by Finance (Local Property Tax) (Amendment) Act 2021 (31/2021), s. 11, commenced
on enactment. This amendment applies only in respect of the year 2022 and each subsequent year as provided
by 31/2021, s. 3(b).

Substituted (13.03.2013) by Finance (Local Property Tax) (Amendment) Act 2013 (4/2013), s. 2(b), commenced

on enactment.

F19[Properties
used by a charity
for recreational
activities.

7A.— A residential property shall not, F20[for the purposes of section 16(1)], be regarded as
a relevant residential property where—

(a) the liable person in relation to the property is a charity, and

(b) the property is used solely as residential accommodation in connection with the facilit-
ation of recreational activities in the course of the actual carrying out of a primary
purpose of the charity.]

F19

F20

Annotations
Amendments:

Inserted (13.03.2013) by Finance (Local Property Tax) (Amendment) Act 2013 (4/2013), s. 2(c), commenced on
enactment.

Substituted (22.07.2021) by Finance (Local Property Tax) (Amendment) Act 2021 (31/2021), s. 12, commenced
on enactment. This amendment applies only in respect of the year 2022 and each subsequent year as provided
by 31/2021, s. 3(b).

Exemption for first-
time buyers.

8.— (1) Subject to subsection (3), a residential property shall not, for the purposes of this Act,
be regarded F21[as a relevant residential property in relation to the liability dates in the years
2013 to 2020] where—

(a) the property is purchased in the period beginning on 1 January 2013 and ending on 31
December 2013,
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(b) subject to subsection (2), the property is purchased by a person who would have been
entitled to relief under section 244 of the Act of 1997 had a qualifying loan (within the
meaning of that section) been taken out in the period beginning on 1 January 2004
and ending on 31 December 2012, and

(c) after the property is purchased, it is occupied as the sole or main residence of the person
referred to in paragraph (b) (or, in the case of the persons referred to in subsection
(2) (a), (b) or (c), the married couple, civil partners or cohabitants, as the case may
be).

(2) If the property referred to in subsection (1) (a) is purchased in the period specified in that
provision by—

(a) a married coupl