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ANACTTO PROVIDE FORAMENDMENT OF THE PROVISIONS GOVERNING THE LIMITATIONS

AND RESTRICTIONS FOR THE GRANTING OF FIREARM CERTIFICATES UNDER SECTION
3 OF THE FIREARMS ACT, 1925, IN RESPECT OF PERSONS NOT ORDINARILY RESIDENT
IN THE STATE AND THE GRANTING AND RENEWAL OF HUNTING LICENCES UNDER
SECTION 29 OF THE WILDLIFE ACT, 1976, AND TO PROVIDE FOR CONNECTED MATTERS.
[S5th July, 2000]

BE IT ENACTED BY THE OIREACHTAS AS FOLLOWS:

C1

El

Annotations
Modifications (not altering text):

Application of collectively cited Firearms Acts extended (27.04.2022) by European Union (Acquisition
and Possession of Weapons and Ammunition) Regulations 2022 (S.l. No. 209 of 2022), reg. 20.

Provisions of Firearms Acts and other statutes

20. The provisions of the Firearms Acts and other relevant statutes, including provisions relating
to powers of the Garda Siochana and Customs Officers, shall extend to a European Firearms Pass
or other document to which these Regulations relate and a reference in those enactments to a
firearm certificate shall, where the context so admits, include reference to any such document.

Editorial Notes:

Previous affecting provision: application of collectively cited Firearms Acts extended (9.12.1993)
by European Communities (Acquisition and Possession of Weapons and Ammunition) Regulations
1993 (S.1. No. 362 of 1993), regs. 8 and 13(1); revoked (27.04.2022) by European Union (Acquisition
and Possession of Weapons and Ammunition) Regulations 2022 (S.l. No. 209 of 2022), reg. 40(a).

Interpretation.

1.—(1) In this Act, except when the context otherwise requires—
“the Act of 1976” means the Wildlife Act, 1976;

F1[“Commissioner” means the Commissioner of the Garda Siochana or a member of
the Garda Siochdna, or members of a particular rank in the Garda Siochdna, not below
the rank of superintendent appointed in writing by the Commissioner for the purpose
of performing any of the Commissioner’s functions under this Act;]
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“firearm certificate” means a firearm certificate granted under section 2;

“hunting” means shooting with a firearm protected wild birds or protected wild
animals within the meaning in each case of the Act of 1976;

“issuing person” shall be construed in accordance with section 2;

“the Minister” means the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform;
“prescribed” means prescribed by regulations made by the Minister;
“the Principal Act” means the Firearms Act, 1925;

F1[“restricted firearm” means a firearm which is declared under section 2B(a) of the
Principal Act to be a restricted firearm;]

“sporting purposes” means the purposes of target shooting or clay pigeon shooting
or shooting in a competition or event.

(2) In this Act—

(a) a reference to any enactment shall, unless the context otherwise requires, be
construed as a reference to that enactment as amended or extended by or
under any subsequent enactment including this Act,

(b) a reference to a section is a reference to a section of this Act unless it is
indicated that reference to some other enactment is intended,

(c) a reference to a subsection, paragraph or subparagraph is a reference to the
subsection, paragraph orsubparagraph ofthe provisionin which the reference
occurs unless it is indicated that reference to some other provision is
intended.

Annotations

Amendments:
F1 Inserted (1.08.2006) by Criminal Justice Act 2006 (26/2006), s. 66, S.l. No. 390 of 2006.
Firearm 2.—(1)Onapplicationinthat behalfinaccordance with subsection (2) to the Minister

certificates. F2[, Commissioner] or the appropriate Superintendent by a person not ordinarily

resident in the State who is of or over the age of 16 years, the Minister F2[,
Commissioner] or the Superintendent, as may be appropriate, shall, subject to the
provisions of this section, grant to the person a firearm certificate authorising the
person to—

(a) have in his or her possession, use and carry the particular firearm described
in the certificate for the purpose specified in the certificate,

(b) purchase and use in such firearm during the currency of such certificate such
quantity of ammunition for such firearm as shall be specified in the certificate,
and

(c) have in his or her possession at any one time and carry so much ammunition
as shall be specified in the certificate.

(2) An application referred to in subsection (1) shall be made—

(a) in case the firearm to which it relates is intended only for hunting or sporting
purposes or for shooting species whose shooting is not proscribed by law—

(i) if the application is made not later than 2 years after the commencement
of this section, to the Minister, and
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(ii) if it is made later than 2 years after such commencement or if the Minister
hasmadeanorderundersubsection (3),totheappropriate Superintendent,

F3[(aa) in case the firearm is a restricted firearm and is intended only for the
purposes mentioned in paragraph (a), to the Minister or Commissioner,]

and
(b) in any other case, to the Minister.

(3) The Minister may, following consultation with the Commissioner of the Garda
Siochéna, by order reduce the length of the period referred to in subparagraph (i) of
subsection (2)(a) to such extent as he or she considers appropriate.

(4) An application to which paragraph (a) F4[or (aa)] of subsection (2) relates for
a firearm certificate under this section shall be in such form as may be prescribed or
in a form to the like effect and shall be accompanied by the fee (if any) for the time
being required by law.

(5) A person who applies to the Minister F5[, Commissioner] or a Superintendent
of the Garda Siochéna (referred to subsequently in this Act as “the issuing person”)
for a firearm certificate under this section shall furnish to that person the information
requestedinthe application form together with such furtherinformation as the issuing
person may request for the purposes of his or her functions under this section and,
if the person fails to comply with this subsection, the issuing person may refuse to
grant the firearm certificate to the person.

F6[(6) A firearm certificate granted to a person under this section after the date of
commencement of section 42 of the Criminal Justice (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act
2009 shall continue in force for a period of 1 year from the date on which it is granted,
unless previously revoked.]

(7) The issuing person, before granting a firearm certificate to a person under this
section, shall be of the opinion that the application is bona fide and that there is no
good reason to refuse to grant the certificate.

(8) The issuing person may, for the purpose of establishing that there is no good
reason to refuse to grant a firearm certificate, treat any of the following as prima
facie evidence of suitability to so grant—

(a) in the case of a person who is resident in a Member State of the European
Community other than the State, any European Firearms Pass duly issued to
such person to which F7[paragraphs (4) and (5) of Regulation 19 of the
European Union (Acquisition and Possession of Weapons and Ammunition)
Regulations 2022] relate, or

(b) in any other case, any other permit, licence, authorisation or other document
duly issued by an appropriate authority or body outside the State which the
issuing person considers acceptable.

(9) The issuing person may make such enquiries as he or she considers appropriate
as to the suitability of any applicant for a firearm certificate under this section.

(10) The issuing person may attach such conditions, if any, as he or she considers
necessary, to a firearm certificate granted to a person under this section.

(11) The issuing person shall not grant a firearm certificate to a person in respect
of a firearm which is intended to be used for the purpose of hunting exempted wild
mammals within the meaning of the Act of 1976 (other than hares) unless the issuing
person is satisfied that the person is the holder of a current licence under section
29(1) of the Act of 1976.

(12) The Minister shall not grant a firearm certificate to a person in respect of a
firearm which is intended to be used for the purpose of hunting protected wild birds
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within the meaning of the Act of 1976 or hares unless the Minister is satisfied that
the person is the holder of a current licence under section 29(5)(b) of the Act of 1976.

(13) The issuing person may at any time revoke a firearm certificate granted to a
person under this section if he or she is of the opinion that the holder of such
certificate—

(a) is a person who cannot, without danger to the public safety or to the peace,
be permitted to have a firearm in his or her possession,

(b) is using, or has used, such firearm for purposes not authorised by the
certificate, or

(c)isa person who has contravened a condition attaching to the firearm certificate
granted to him or her.

(14) Where a firearm certificate is revoked under this section, the issuing person
shall, as soon as may be, notify the holder of the certificate in writing of the revocation
and the notice shall direct the holder of the certificate to deliver forthwith the firearm
described in the certificate and ammunition (if any) to the Superintendent of the
Garda Siochana of the district in which he or she is residing at the time of the receipt
of the notice and the provisions of section 6 of the Principal Act shall apply to the
disposal of a firearm and ammunition delivered under this section as they apply to
the disposal of a firearm and ammunition delivered under that section with any
necessary modifications.

(15) References to a firearm certificate in sections 2, 10, 16, 22 and 23 of the
Principal Act shall include references to a firearm certificate granted under this Act.

(16) References to a firearm certificate in sections 11, 12, 21 and 24 of the Firearms
Act, 1964, shall include references to a firearm certificate granted under this Act.

(17) In this section, “the appropriate Superintendent”, in relation to a firearm
certificate, means the Superintendent of the Garda Siochana of the district in which
the firearm will first be used by the person.

F2

F3

F4

F5

F6

F7

F8

Cc2

Annotations

Amendments:

Inserted (1.08.2006) by Criminal Justice Act 2006 (26/2006), s. 67(a), S.I. No. 390 of 2006.
Inserted (1.08.2006) by Criminal Justice Act 2006 (26/2006), s. 67(b), S.I. No. 390 of 2006.
Inserted (1.08.2006) by Criminal Justice Act 2006 (26/2006), s. 67(c), S.I. No. 390 of 2006.
Inserted (1.08.2006) by Criminal Justice Act 2006 (26/2006), s. 67(d), S.I. No. 390 of 2006.

Substituted (1.08.2009) by Criminal Justice (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 (28/2009), s. 42,
S.I. No. 310 of 2009.

Substituted (27.04.2022) by European Union (Acquisition and Possession of Weapons and
Ammunition) Regulations 2022 (S.I. No. 209 of 2022), reg. 36.

Substituted by Garda Siochdna (Functions and Operational Areas) Act 2022 (7/2022), s. 4(1) and
sch. 1 ref. no. 19, not commenced as of date of revision, subject to transitional provisions in ss.
13, 26.

Modifications (not altering text):

Prospective affecting provision: subss. (14), (17) amended by Garda Siochdna (Functions and
Operational Areas) Act 2022 (7/2022), s. 4(1) and sch. 1 ref. 19, not commenced as of date of
revision, subject to transitional provisions in ss. 13, 26.
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E2

E3

E4

(14) Where a firearm certificate is revoked under this section, the issuing person shall, as soon
as may be, notify the holder of the certificate in writing of the revocation and the notice shall
direct the holder of the certificate to deliver forthwith the firearm described in the certificate and
ammunition (if any) to F8[a Superintendent of the Garda Siochana in the Garda division] in which
he or she is residing at the time of the receipt of the notice and the provisions of section 6 of the
Principal Act shall apply to the disposal of a firearm and ammunition delivered under this section
as they apply to the disposal of a firearm and ammunition delivered under that section with any
necessary modifications.

(17) In this section, "the appropriate Superintendent", in relation to a firearm certificate, means
F8[a Superintendent of the Garda Siochdna in the Garda division] in which the firearm will first be
used by the person.

Editorial Notes:

Provision for Minister to request any necessary information for performance of functions under
section, notwithstanding any other enactment or rule of law, but subject to Data Protection
Regulation and Data Protection At 2018, made by Firearms Act 1925 (17/1925), s. 27B, as inserted
(25.05.2018) by Data Protection Act 2018 (7/2018), s. 167, S.l. No. 174 of 2018.

Power pursuant to section exercised (1.08.2009) by Firearms (Fees) Regulations 2009 (S.l. No. 312
of 2009).

Power pursuant to section exercised (21.02.2002) by Firearms Certificates for Non-Residents Order
2002 (S.1. No. 48 of 2002), art. 2. The period specified in s. 2(2)(a)(i) was reduced so as to end on
28 February 2002.

Prohibition of
false information
and alteration of
firearm
certificates.

3.—(1) A person shall not knowingly give false information to the issuing person in
relation to an application for a firearm certificate.

(2) A person shall not forge a document purporting to be a firearm certificate, or
use or knowingly have in his or her possession such document.

(3) A person shall not alter or use a firearm certificate, or use an altered certificate,
with intent to deceive.

(4) A person who contravenes this section shall be guilty of an offence and shall be
liable—

(a) on summary conviction, to a fine not exceeding F9[€2,500] or to imprisonment
for a term not exceeding 6 months or to both, or

(b) on conviction on indictment, to a fine not exceeding F9[€20,000] or to
imprisonment for a term not exceeding 5 years or to both.

F9

Annotations
Amendments:

Substituted (1.08.2006) by Firearms and Offensive Weapons Act 1990 (12/1990), s. 8A as inserted
by Criminal Justice Act 2006 (26/2006), s. 64 and sch. 1, S.I. No. 390 of 2006.

Amendment of
Act of 1976.

4.—The Act of 1976 is hereby amended by the substitution of the following section
for section 29:
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29.—(1) Subject to section 75(1) of this Act, the Minister may, on
application to the Minister in that behalf, if he or she thinks fit, and on
payment of the prescribed fee (if any), grant to a person, who when
making the application makes a declaration in a form approved of for the
purposes of this section by the Minister, a licence (operating in the
manner specified in subsection (4) of this section) to hunt and kill with
firearms, subject to the restrictions contained in section 33 of this Act,
and such conditions (if any) as the Minister may attach to the licence,
exempted wild mammals (other than hares).

(2) In determining an application for a licence under subsection (1) or
subsection (5)(b) of this section or a renewal under subsection (6) of this
section, the Minister shall have regard to the conservation requirements
of the species of protected wild birds or exempted wild mammals
concerned.

(3) (a) Notwithstanding subsection (2) of this section, and subject to this
subsection, the Minister, before granting a licence under
subsection (1) or subsection (5)(b) or renewing a licence under
subsection (6), shall be of the opinion that the application is bona
fide and that there is no good reason to refuse to grant the licence
or renew it.

(b) The Minister may, for the purpose of establishing that there is no
good reason torefusetograntorrenew alicence under this section
to a person ordinarily resident outside the State, treat any of the
following as prima facie evidence of suitability to so grant or
renew:

(i) in the case of a person resident in a Member State of the
European Community other than the State, any European
Firearms Pass duly issued to such person to which paragraphs
(4) and (5) of Regulation 7 of the European Communities
(Acquisition and Possession of Weapons and Ammunition)
Regulations, 1993 (S.l. No. 362 of 1993), relate, or

(ii) in any other case, any other permit, licence, authorisation or
other document dulyissued by an appropriate authority or body
outside the State which the Minister considers acceptable.

(c) The Minister may make such enquiries as he or she considers
appropriate as to the suitability of any applicant for a licence under
this section.

(4) A licence granted or renewed by the Minister under this section
shall remain in force for a period beginning on the day on which the
licence is granted or renewed and ending on the next following 31st day
of July and subject to its terms the licence shall operate to authorise the
holder of the licence, for so long as the licence is in force, to hunt and
kill with firearms any fauna to which the licence relates pursuant to and
in accordance with such orders (if any) made under section 24 or 25 of
this Act as are for the time being in force.
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(5) (@) Where a person applies to a Superintendent of the Garda Siochana
forthe grant of a firearm certificate under section 3 of the Firearms
Act, 1925, or for the grant of a firearm certificate under section 2
of the Firearms (Firearm Certificates for Non-Residents) Act, 2000,
or for the renewal under section 9 of the Firearms Act, 1964, of a
firearm certificate granted under the said section 3 and makes a
declaration referred to in subsection (1) of this section, the
certificate shall, if it is endorsed in the manner described in
subsection (8) of this section, for the purposes of sections 22(4)
and 23(5) of this Act be deemed to be a licence granted by the
Minister under this section and, subject to section 75(1) and to
the restrictions contained in section 33 of this Act, such certificate
shall, for so long as it is in force, operate to authorise the person
to whom it is granted, with the firearm to which the certificate
relates—

(i) to hunt and kill pursuant to any order under section 24 of this
Act which for the time being is in force any protected wild bird,

(ii) to hunt and kill pursuant to and in accordance with any order
under section 25 of this Act which is so in force, any hare.

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph (a) of this subsection,
the Minister may, on application to him or her in that behalf,
subject to section 75(1) of this Act, during the period referred to
in subsection (2)(a)(i) of section 2 of the Firearms (Firearm
Certificates for Non-Residents) Act, 2000, or that period as varied
under that section, if the Minister thinks fit, grant to a person
ordinarily resident outside the State, who when making the
application makes a declaration referred to in subsection (1) of
this section, a licence (operating in the manner specified in
subsection (4) of this section) to huntand kill with firearms, subject
to the restrictions contained in section 33 of this Act, and such
conditions (if any) as the Minister may attach to the licence,
protected wild birds or hares to which an order under section 24
or section 25 of this Act for the time being applies.

(c) Paragraph (b) of this subsection shall expire at the end of the period
referred to in subsection (2)(a)(i) of section 2 of the Firearms
(Firearm Certificates for Non-Residents) Act, 2000, or that period
as varied under that section.

(6) A licence granted by the Minister under this section (other than a
licence deemed pursuant to subsection (5)(a) of this section to have been
so granted) may, if the Minister thinks fit, be renewed by the Minister
on the application of the holder of the licence who when making the
application makes a declaration referred to in subsection (1) of this
section.

(7) A person aggrieved by a refusal by the Minister to grant a licence
under subsection (1) or subsection (5)(b) of this section or to renew a
licence under subsection (6) of this section may appeal to a Judge of the
District Court against the refusal, and in determining the appeal the Judge
may—

(a) confirm the refusal, or
(b) allow the appeal, inform the Minister of his or her decision and

direct the Minister as soon as may be to grant to the applicant or
renew, as may be appropriate, a licence under this section.

(8) Where a firearm certificate is granted to a person described in
subsection (5)(a) of this section, there shall be endorsed on the certificate
the following:

‘This certificate, for so long as it is in force, authorises the person to
whom it is granted, with the firearm to which it relates—
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(a) to hunt and kill pursuant to any order under section 24 of the
Wildlife Act, 1976, which is for the time being in force any
protected wild bird within the meaning of that Act,

(b) to hunt and kill pursuant to and in accordance with any order
under section 25 of the said Act which is so in force, any hare.'.

(9) Where any convention, protocol or other agreement between the
State and any other country or territory provides for the reciprocal
recognition of licences granted or deemed to have been granted under
this section and other licences, permits, permissions or authorisations
granted or issued in that country or territory, the Minister may by
regulations declare and provide that any such other licence, permit,
permission or authorisation which is for the time being in force shall be
deemed to be, and shall have the same legal effect as a licence under
this section.

(10) (a) The holder of a licence granted or renewed under this section or
a firearm certificate endorsed in the manner described in
subsection (8) of this section shall, if the Minister so requires
either by a notice in writing sent to the holder or by a notice
published for the purposes of this subsection in at least one daily
newspaper publishedinthe State, give tothe Minister the following
information, namely, a statement of the number and species of
protected wild birds and the number and species of protected wild
animals shot and taken by the holder during such period as the
Minister specifies in the notice and either, as may be so specified,
in any place in the State or in any place in a part of the State which
is so specified.

(b) The Minister may by regulations require the holder of a licence
granted or renewed under this section or of a firearm certificate
endorsed in the manner described in subsection (8) of this section
to tag or otherwise mark, in a manner and at a time specified, any
animal or bird captured or killed under such a licence or certificate.

(11) A person who fails to comply with a requirement of the Minister
under subsection (10) of this section shall be guilty of an offence.

(12) Nothing in this section shall be construed as affecting anything
contained in the Firearms Acts, 1925 to 2000.”.

E5

Annotations
Editorial Notes:

Previous affecting provision: European Communities (Acquisition and Possession of Weapons and
Ammunition) Regulations 1993 (S.I. No. 362 of 1993) was revoked (27.04.2022) by European Union
(Acquisition and Possession of Weapons and Ammunition) Regulations 2022 (S.l. No. 209 of 2022),
reg. 40(a).

Regulations.

5.—(1) The Minister may by regulations provide, subject to the provisions of this
Act, for any matter referred to in this Act as prescribed or to be prescribed.

(2) Regulations under this Act may contain such incidental, supplementary and
consequential provisions as appear to the Minister to be necessary or expedient for
the purposes of the regulations.
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6.—Every order or regulation under this Act shall be laid before each House of the
Oireachtas as soon as may be after it is made and, if a resolution annulling the order
or regulation is passed by either such House within the next 21 days on which that
House has sat after the order or regulation is laid before it, the order or regulation
shall be annulled accordingly but without prejudice to the validity of anything
previously done thereunder.

7.—(1) The following are hereby repealed:
(a) section 3(2) of the Principal Act, and

(b) section 10 of the Firearms Act, 1964.

(2) Notwithstanding the repeal of section 3(2) of the Principal Act, a firearm
certificate granted under that section shall continue in force as if granted under this
Act until the day on which it is expressed to expire.

8.—(1) This Act may be cited as the Firearms (Firearms Certificates for Non-
Residents) Act, 2000.

(2) The Firearms Acts, 1925 to 1998 (other than the Firearms (Proofing) Act, 1968)
and this Act (other than section 4) may be cited together as the Firearms Acts, 1925
to 2000, and shall be construed together as one.

(3) This Act shall come into operation on the 14th day of July, 2000.

10
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FIREARMS (FIREARM CERTIFICATES FOR NON-RESIDENTS) ACT 2000
REVISED

Updated to 4 May 2022

About this Revised Act

This Revised Act presents the text of the Actasit has beenamended since enactment,
and preserves the format in which it was passed.

Related legislation

Firearms Acts 1925 to 2009: this Act is one of a group of Acts included in this
collective citation, to be construed together as one (Criminal Justice (Miscellaneous
Provisions) Act 2009 (28/2009), s. 1(2)). The Acts in the group are:

e Firearms Act 1925 (17/1925)

e Firearms Act 1964 (1/1964)

e Firearms Act 1971 (13/1971)

e Firearms and Offensive Weapons Act 1990 (12/1990), Part Il

e Firearms (Firearm Certificates for Non-Residents) Act 2000 (20/2000), other than
s. 4

e Criminal Justice Act 2006 (26/2006), Part 5 and sch. 1

e Criminal Justice Act 2007 (29/2007), Part 6

e Criminal Justice (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 (28/2009), Part 4

Firearms (Proofing) Act 1968 (20/1968) is excluded from the collective citation from
14 July 2000 by Firearms (Firearms Certificates for Non-Residents) Act 2000, s. 8(2).

Firearms (Temporary Provisions) Act 1998 (32/1998) is excluded from the collective
citation from 14 July 2000 by Firearms (Temporary Provisions) Act Continuance Order
1999 (S.1. No. 189 of 1999), art. 2.

EuropeanUnion (Acquisitionand Possessionof Weaponsand Ammunition)Regulations
2022 (S.1. No. 209 of 2022) also deal with firearms.
Annotations

This Revised Act is annotated and includes textual and non-textual amendments,
statutory instruments made pursuant to the Act and previous affecting provisions.

An explanation of how to read annotations is available at
www.lawreform.ie/annotations.
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Material not updated in this revision

Where other legislation is amended by this Act, those amendments may have been
superseded by other amendments in other legislation, or the amended legislation
may have been repealed or revoked. This information is not represented in this
revision but will be reflected in a revision of the amended legislation if one is
available.

Where legislation or a fragment of legislation is referred to in annotations, changes
to this legislation or fragment may not be reflected in this revision but will be
reflected in a revision of the legislation referred to if one is available.

A list of legislative changes to any Act, and to statutory instruments from 1972, may
be found linked from the page of the Act or statutory instrument at
www.irishstatutebook.ie.

Acts which affect or previously affected this revision

e Garda Siochdna (Functions and Operational Areas) Act 2022 (7/2022)
e Criminal Justice (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 (28/2009)

e Criminal Justice Act 2006 (26/2006)

e Firearms and Offensive Weapons Act 1990 (12/1990)

e Firearms Act 1925 (17/1925)

All Acts up to and including Garda Siochdna (Functions and Operational Areas) Act
2022 (7/2022), enacted 4 May 2022, were considered in the preparation of this
revision.

Statutory instruments which affect or previously affected this revision

e European Union (Acquisition and Possession of Weapons and Ammunition)
Regulations 2022 (S.l. No. 209 of 2022)

® Firearms (Fees) Regulations 2009 (S.I. No. 312 of 2009)

e Firearms Certificates for Non-Residents Order 2002 (S.l. No. 48 of 2002)

e European Communities (Acquisition and Possession of Weapons and Ammunition)
Regulations 1993 (S.I. No. 362 of 1993)

All statutory instruments up to and including European Union (Acquisition and

Possession of Weapons and Ammunition) Regulations 2022 (S.I. No. 209 of 2022),
made 27 April 2022, were considered in the preparation of this revision.
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